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A Recent History of the Channel

20,000 years ago the world was at the peak of
the last Ice Age and much of northern Europe
was covered in sheets of ice up to 3 km thick.
The ice was formed mainly from water that had
evaporated from the oceans and condensed into
snow, which was then deposited as ice across
the polar regions. The overall result was a fall in
global sea levels by about 120 metres.

This fall in sea level was big enough to expose

the landmass, known as ‘I§oggerland’, under

the southern North Sea, connecting the British

Isles to mainland Europe across a low-lying

tundra. The ’uplands’ of Doggerland, known

today as the Dogger Bank, were situated off the

east coast of East Anglia and extended towards

the Netherlands. These uplands formed the

northern watershed of a large river system that
flowed South West across the tundra (now the %
sea bed of the Channel) as a wide, slow river,
out into the Atlantic Ocean.

During this time, the rivers of current day
northern France and southern England were
mere tributaries of this historic river system,
until the ice started to melt and sea levels began
to rise once again.
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Illustration of the catchment area that drained
out into the Atlantic ocean across the channel

tundra approximately 12,000 years ago.
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KEY FACTS
Area of French channel catchments: 117,825 km?
Area of English channel catchments: 19,671 km?
E;tzal area draining into the Channel: 137,496

Estimate of population living within the Channel
catchments: 19pmillion people
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