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Preface
This is the final in a series of three identification guides to the zooplankton found around southern
Britain. The list of species included and described is primarily based on those that have been
recorded in the Plymouth Marine Fauna (PMF; Marine Biological Association. 1957. Plymouth
Marine Fauna, Third edition. Plymouth, Marine Biological Association, 457 pp.). The PMF lists the
wide range of marine organisms, both pelagic and benthic, collected in the Plymouth area between
the opening of the Marine Biological Association (MBA) laboratory in 1888 until 1957, when the
PMF was last published. Also described are additional zooplankton species that have been
recorded at Station L4, a sampling station 10 nautical miles off Plymouth, where plankton
collections have been made weekly by the Plymouth Marine Laboratory (PML) since 1988, and
some other species recorded from the more general area. An unplanned addition phylum has been
included in this part, Entoprocta, as the larvae have been turning up in plankton samples from
different UK areas.
The guides were originally planned solely for local training and identification purposes. However,
as the southwest of the UK is also exposed to influences from oceanic currents, it became evident
that they would contain, in one source, enough information to identify most of the holoplanktonic
species from the northern European shelf area (excluding the Mediterranean), so they have been
made more widely available. Information is also given on identification of some of the vast range of
meroplanktonic larvae that are produced by the rich and diverse European benthos. Taxonomy is
mainly based on the World Register of Marine Species (WORMS) scheme, which is constantly
being modified, so at least lower level classifications unfortunately soon become outdated. To
avoid copyright issues, cost and the effort of redrawing organisms, many of the illustrations
included are from old publications, but are still of high quality and accuracy.
Full details about the guides are given in Part 1 of the series (Conway, D.V.P. 2012. Marine
zooplankton of southern Britain. Part 1. Radiolaria, Heliozoa, Foraminifera, Ciliophora, Cnidaria,
Ctenophora, Platyhelminthes, Nemertea, Rotifera and Mollusca. AW.G. John (ed.). Occasional
Publications. Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom, No. 25, Plymouth, United
Kingdom, 138 pp.), available for free download at - http://plymsea.ac.uk/id/eprint/5631
Part 2: Arachnida, Pycnogonida, Cladocera, Facetotecta, Cirripedia and Copepoda. AW.G. John
(ed.). Occasional Publications. Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom, No. 26,
Plymouth, United Kingdom, 163 pp. is also available free at - http://plymsea.ac.uk/id/eprint/5633
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PICTORIAL KEY TO PLANKTON

(Not to scale; numbers in brackets are guide part numbers)

KINGDOM PROTOZOA KINGDOM CHROMISTA

Phylum Sarcomastigophora (1) Phylum Foraminifera (1)  Phylum Heliozoa (1) Phylum Ciliophora (1)

Subphylum Radiolaria Order Tintinnida

Al
3 JAVE

KINGDOM ANIMALIA
NON-CRUSTACEAN ZOOPLANKTON

Phylum Cnidaria (1)
Class Anthozoa, Class :cg prhaozoa, Class Hydrozoa, Subclass Trachylina, Subclass Trachylina,
anemone larva phy actinula larva Order Limnomedusae  Order Trachymedusae

“,\ |
\\//

Subclass Trachylina, Subclass Hydroidolina, Subclass Hydroidolina, Subclass Hydroidolina,

Order Narcomedusae Order Anthothecata Order Leptothecata Order Siphonophorae

| (s

Phylum Brachiopoda (3)

larvae

Phylum Chordata (3)

Subphylum Tunicata ' Subphylum Vertebrata
Fish larvae
idi Class Larvacea - _—
Class Ascidiacea : DR A "_yﬁ‘ff_-r——-_.?j(;\j{\
L
\ R —r
) bt
Class Thaliacea P "~
Order Salpida = - w »* N pr ;z




NON-CRUSTACEAN ZOOPLANKTON AND LARVAE
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