






Dec.
10 I - I 5 I None I - I - I - I - I Got their nets full of dog.fish, greatly injuring

the nets.
13 I 15 miles S.W. of Bolt

I

1

I 3700 I

-

I

-

I

-

I 37/0
Head 1 700

17
I

15 milesS. of Plymouth - 900andunder - - - 37/0-4D10 I Very large.

1890.
Jan.
14

I

40 miles S. of Plymouth
I

1 1150 - - - 87/0 The first take of mackerelfor nearly a month. t-3
16 30 milesS. of Mewstone 1 700 - - - 84/0 - I:II

101'2 100 l;;I

Feb.,
"'d

12 35-45milesS.of Plymouth 1 2000-3000 - - Stormy 35/0-40/0 The presence of dog-fish complained of, injuring t:"'
><j20 3000 & under the mackerel. Is:

15 28 miles S.S.W. of Start Point - 450 and under - E.S.E. " 47/0 A gale followed, blowing from N.N.W. 0
17 - - 200 " - S.S.E. " 100/0 - q
18 - 10 30 - E.bys. 1/0each - t-3" " I:II20 20 miles S. of Bolt Head 1 450 - - - 50jO A calm followed.
22 - 2 700-1000 - - - 41/0 Caught by "brimming," encircling flsh seenat night Is:

75 A few fish by the phosphorescence they causewhen frightened. p,.
a

24 I 30 miles S.S.W. of Start
I

1 1900 Strong E. - 44/0 Sunken nets. P1
Point 1 1500 I:;;!

70 50 and under
26 I 30 miles S.S.W. of Berry

I Sevral
A few hundred - - - 39/0-44/0 - t:"'

Head 44D0 Io;j
1 3000 ....

r;a
1 1000 I:II

Mr'l I- - - - - - - 20 Lowestoft boatsarrived without any fish after
trying for 3 or 4 days.

><j

5 I - Many Very few 0
Io;j30 miles S.S.W.of Start 1 250 - - - 50/0 -

Point .......

7 I 40 miles S. of Plymouth 1 300 Strong S.W. 60/0
- 00- 00

8 20-30
10

135 miles S.S.W. of Mewstone
6 350 and under - W. Fine 75/0 Floating nets. I

12 1 1500 - W. - 40/0-48/0Largest catches taken in sunken nets. ;=>
2 700
8 200-1000
1 400

13
I 25-30milesS.S.E.of Mew. I

30
1500andunder I

-
I S,S,w'IVery fineI37/0-41/0 I Equally distributed between floating and sunkenstone L, -..:J







Wind. I I

I I
.....

Date. I I No. of Price per 0
Locality. Catch per boat. Weather. Remarke.

boats.
Force. I Direction. - 100.

I -- --

May

I I

>-3
22 S.of Eddystone - A few hundred - S.E. Fine

ISOldforbaitl -23 8-10milesS. of Eddystone 8 1800 and under - E. 11/0--13/0 Also 200-300 herrings per boat. Mackerel very" t;1
small. These were L. T. boats, using a smaller "t:Imesh at this season. t'"

26 I Between Penlee Point and - 5000 - E. " 12/0--14/0Also some boats got from 4-6 doz. by hook.
Rame Head 10::

27

I

Ditto - 4-6doz. - E. - - By hook.
0
c::::I

28 Oft'Penlee Point 2 3000 - E. Fine 12/0 Seine net. >-3

29 Ditto - A few hundred Fresh W. - 12/0 Drift nets.
Close oft' Penlee Point 1 3000 - - - - Seine net. 10::

Jue I

:>- - 2000-3000 - N.W.a.m. - - Port Rinkleboats. a
3000 - W.p.m. - - Cawsand boats. t;1

40 miles S. of Penzance
I

2
I

2000-3000 - - - 13/0-14/0 Lowestoft boats. Large fish. I;d
3 I - - 2000-3000 Fresh S.byW. - 14/6 Plymouth boats.

t;1
t'"

2000--3000 - - - 14/6 Cawsand boats.
4

I

i-mile off Penlee Point
I

-
I

3000 - S.W. - 12/6 Cawsand boats. t.;j.....
5 - - 2000 - S.W. - 12/6 Cawsand boats. Each bont had also a few dozen If.2

trolled mackerel. t;1
6000 - - - - Port Rinkleboats. Cauj\'htby trolling. I;d

6 I - 2 1000-2000 Strong S.W. - 14/0 Each boat had also a rew dozen trolled mackerel.
30-40 miles oft'Scilly 5 or 6 2000-3000 - - - 16/0 Very large fish. 0

7 I Off Scilly
- A few thousand - S.W. Fine 12/0 P. H. boats having very poor success. t.;j

9 Oft'mouth of Plymouth Sound - 10--15doz. - W. - 1/4-1/6 per All taken by trolling, locallytermed" whiffing." .....
doz. 00

Off Cawsand 2 2000 - - - 14/6 Seine nets.
00
CO

10 I t mile S. of Penlee - 20-30doz. - - - - By the hook and line boats (whiffingP). Great bcomplaint about the gun practice here.
11 I Ditto - 10-20doz. - W.S.W.- 1/2-1/4 per By hooks (whiffing P).

p
doz.

12 I Ditto I - I 10-40doz. I - I N.W.I - 11/3-1/6per By hooks (whiffing P). A few also caught in the
doz. drift nets.

13 I 1-2 milesS. of Mewstone I - I 10-15doz. I - I E. I - 11/0-1/5per Gun practice requiring the boats to go farther to

I I
doz. sea than they wouldotherwisehave done.

14 I Off St. Ives 10 I 500-1000 - I W. I Fine I 12/0 Taken in drift nets. Sold at Plymouth. Boats
bound home to Lowestoft. They have made
£100 to £380 in 6 to 8 weeks.



--

16 I Ditto I 8 I 500-600 I - I S.W. I " I 13/0 IThese boats also bound home to Lowestoft. Two
of them are said to have made£380; the rest
about £200 each.

17 IBetween Rame Head and the - 200-900 - S.W. " 15/0-16/0
Eddystoue

18

I S.of Eddystone

- 600-700 - W.S.W. " 15/0 Taken by hook.
19 6-10 miles S. of Eddystone - 400-700 - W. ,,- 13/0--15/0 By drift nets.
20 5-10 miles S. of Eddystone - 100-200 - - - 13/0-15/0Drift nets.

200-300 - - - - Whiffing.
21 I - - 200-600 - S.W. Fine 14/0

Whiffing. I

>'3
200-300 - - - - Drift nets. Gun practice said to break up the IJ:j

shoals. 1:;j

23

I 20-30 miles S: of Plymouth I - I

400-500

I

-

I W.

Fine 14/0 Whiffing 2-3 fathoms below surface. '"d
20--30 1000--1800 - - 15/0 Whiffing. These boats went out on 22ud. I t"'

25
I = 40

400-500 S.W. Fine 16/0
><j- Whiffing.

26 400-500 - W.N.W. " 16/0 A number of boats after whiffing to sunset shot 0
drift nets, but only took about 50 fish per boat. <::1

27
I 25-30 miles 8."of Mewstone I

-
I

200--500
I

-
I,

-
I

-
I

17/0 Whiffing. >'3
IJ:j

28 - 300-400 - - - 16/0 The whiffing boats have made from £10 to £18 in
the past week.

Between Penlee Point and - 2000 - - - 12/0 Seine net. Almost all boats have given up trying I>
a

Rame Head to catch mackerel by drift nets.

30 I

- 2 4000 - N.W. - 14/0 Seine net. 1:;j

JUf

Ed

Port Rinkle 4 1000-2000 S.W. 15/0-16/0
t"J- - - t"'

Ditto 6 1000-2000 - - - 16/0 Seinenet. ";j
20 miles S. of Eddystone - 400-1000 - N.W. Fine 16/0 Whiffing. ......

4

I

- - 400-500 - - - 14/0 Whiffing.
Ul
IJ:j

5 - - 500--1000 - - - 13/6 Whiffing. t"J
7 - 2 1000-2000 Strong S.W. Rain 14/0 Seinenets. Ed

100-300 - - - - Drift nets.
8 I - I 20 I 100-600 - - - 16/0--18/0 Whiffing. Wind increased to a gale, which seemed 0

to favour the whiffing, the mackerel coming to
";:

the surface in great numbers. J--'.

10 I - I - I - I - I S.W. I Fine I - INo mackerel to be found by any boat. Messages
00
00

sent over from Guernsey asking boats to come <D

aver, fishing being good there.
I

I

I

<D
16 Between Penlee Point and - 2 or 3 doz. - - - - Still no mackerelon usual groulld. 0

Eddystone
17 I Ditto - 10-15 doz. - Variable Showery 2/0 per doz. Fresh shoals of mackerel arrived. Whiffing.

1 2000 - 21/0 Seiuenet.
1 1000 - Seine net.

J--'.
J--'.
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by it the size of the shoal is estimated, as well as the depth at which
the fish are swimming. The net is regulated accordingly, and the
shoal encircled.

The famous Lochfyne herring are also for the most part caught
by this process.

Whiffing or trolling for mackerel with a spinning bait has also
been practised for many years. Each boat works six lines. Each
line is attached to a sinker, from which depend first a fathom of
snood, then a fathom or a fathom and a half of gimp, a swivel, a
foot or so of gut, and the swivel bait or spinner. When fish are
plentiful, the bare spinner will take fish well. At other times it is
necessary to have a fish bait.

The bait most preferred is called" britt" or "mackerel bait"
(young sprat, whitebait). When this cannot be procured a substi-
tute is manufactured by cutting about an inch out of the under or
white surface of a mackerel's tail.

One remarkable circumstance of last season's" whiffing" was
that boats engaged in this method of fishing south of the Eddystone
had to be sailed in a southerly direction. In June boats sailing
for ten to fifteen miles south of the Eddystone would pick up from
200-400 in one course. They then got" outside" of the fish, and
had to return to their starting-point to repeat the process. While
sailing back, although the lines were kept out all the while, only
a very few fish could be taken.

This method of fishing can only be employed during daylight.




